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ASBSU CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE

We, the associated students of Boise State University, in order
to promote and maintain these endeavors germane to student
government, do establish this constitution, the purpose of which
shall be to provide for the organized conduct of student affairs
and to promote the educational, social, and cultural activities
of the associated students of Boise State University and to
finance student ·activities, to act as the official voice of the
associated student body, to facilitate student participation in
the college community for the betterment of Boise State
University, to discharge the authority vested in this association
by the State of Idaho and the President of the University and to
assume such powers and perform such duties as may arise in acting
as the official representatives of the associated student body,
do hereby ordain and establish this constitution.
ARTICLE I

- NAME AND MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 - Name
We, the Associated Students under this Constitution, shall be
known as the Associated Students of Boise State University
hereafter referred to as ASBSU.
Section 2 - Membership
All full-fee paying students of the University shall be members
of the ASBSU with all the rights,
privileges,
and
responsibilities in any activity to which the authority of the
Constitution extends.
ARTICLE II - LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Section 1 - Senate
Clause 1 - Membership of the Senate shall consist of two (2)
Senators from each school.
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Clause 2 - The ASBSU Vice-President shall serve as Chairperson of
the Senate and will vote only in case of a tie or to make a twothirds (2/3) majority of the total Senate membership.
Clause 3 - Duties of the Senate
A.
To be the supreme policy-making body of the ASBSU.
B.
To initiate and approve by majority vote of the total Senate
membership all bylaws or student regulations.
After
approval, the proposal shall be reviewed by the ASBSU
President and approved or vetoed within five (5) class days.
The veto of the ASBSU President may be overruled by a twothirds (2/3) majority vote of the total Senate membership.
C.
To approve by majority vote of the total Senate membership,
any Presidential appointee.
D.
To grant official recognition to campus organizations in
accordance with the bylaws and policies of the University
and the Senate.
E.
To hear and take appropriate action on proposals made by
students at large.
F.
Meetings, Rules and Absences. The Senate shall meet weekly
during the regular academic year unless the meeting is
cancelled for lack of quorum or by special vote of the
Senate.
A majority of
membership shall constitute a
quorum.
The Senate shall operate according to Robert's
Rules of Order, unless otherwise provided for.
If a Senate
member~s absent during his/her term from three (3) regular
meetings, without a reason acceptable to two-thirds (2/3) of
the total Senate membership, the position shall then be
declared vacant and subsequently filled by appointment.
G.
The Senate shall have legislative authority over all ASBSU
funds and property subject to the provisions of this
Constitution and the laws of the State of Idaho.
H.
The Senate shall establish and determine the functions of
all ASBSU committees and boards.
I.
The Senate shall enact such other legislation as may be
necessary for the general welfare of the ASBSU.
J.
The ASBSU Senate may call special meetings by a majority
vote of the total Senate membership.
K.
Senators may be removed from office through the recall
process or for cause, by a four-fifths (4/5) majority of the
total Senate membership.
AR'l'ICLE III -

EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Section 1 - Function
The function of the Executive Branch shall be to administer the
affairs of the Associated Students and put into operation all
policies adopted by the Legislative Branch.
It shall coordinate
relations with other student associations and with the university
administration.
Section 2 - Membership
Clause 1 - The Executive Branch shall consist of two (2) elected
members and such other appointed positions as may be designated
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by the ASBSU President and/or the ASBSU Senate.
A.
President
B.
Vice-President
Clause 2 - The President and/or Vice-President may be removed
from office by the recall or impeachment process as outlined in
Article VI of this constitution.
Clause 3 - The ASBSU Treasurer will be appointed by the ASBSU
President and confirmed by the ASBSU Senate from a list of not
more than five (5) names, forwarded by a selection committee
consisting of the Dean of the Business School, the Chairman of
the Accounting Department, two (2) ASBSU Senators and chaired by
the ASBSU Vice-President. The Treasurer can be removed from
office by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the total
membership of the Senate.
Section 3 - Duties of Officers
Clause 1 - President
A.
To be the chief executive officer of the ASBSU.
B.
To be the official representative of the ASBSU.
C.
To be responsible for the execution of all legislation.
D.
To make
such appointments as the Constitution and
legislative acts may require, subject to a majority approval
of the total voting membership of the ASBSU Senate, and to
fill all vacancies, unless otherwise provided for in the
Constitution or legislative acts.
E.
To veto as sjhe sees fit any legislation or regulation
adopted by the ASBSU Senate by written notification to the
Senate presented within five (5) class days following final
passage of the enactment.
F.
To dismiss, with stated cause, any official, board member,
or committee member appointed by him/her. He/she shall not
dismiss any individual appointed by him/her to fill the
vacancy of an elected office.
G.
To perform such other duties as authorized by the ASBSU
Senate.
H.
To submit to the ASBSU Senate, for their approval, a budget
including associated student programs for the subsequent
fiscal year.
This shall be submitted before the transition
of the ASBSU administrations during the spring semester.
I.
To call and preside over the executive cabinet and to call
special meetings of the Senate.
J.
To establish executive committees.
K.
To serve on the Student Policy Board (ex officio).
L.
To perform such other duties that may be necessary to
promote the general welfare of the students.
M.
To serve as ex officio member of all association committees.
Clause 2 - Vice-President
A.
To preside over the meetings of the ASBSU Senate.
B.
To serve as chief administrative officer of the ASBSU
Senate.
C.
To assume the duties of the President during his/her absence
and shall succeed to the office of the President in the
event it becomes vacant, by other than recall or impeachment
(as outlined in Article VI).
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To carry out all proper duties assigned to him/her by the
President or the Senate.
E.
To serve as chairperson of the Academic Grievance Board.
F.
To call special Senate meetings in the absence of the
President.
Clause 3 - Treasurer
A.
To provide the financial records of the ASBSU to the members
of the ASBSU, upon written request.
B.
To be responsible for the proper execution of all fiscal
legislation.
C.
To submit monthly to the ASBSU Senate a report of the
general fund of the ASBSU.
D.
TO serve as the chairperson of the Financial Advisory Board.
E.
To assist the ASBSU President in the preparation of the
budget message as provided in Section III, 1, H, of this
Article.
ARTICLE IV - JUDICIAL BRANCH

Section 1 - General Provisions
Clause 1 - The supreme judicial power of the Associated Students
shall be vested in the ASBSU Judiciary. The authority of the
ASBSU Judiciary is derived from the Associated Students and as
delegated from the University President.
Clause 2 - The authority of the ASBSU Judiciary as derived from
the Associated Students is stated and empowered in this
Constitution and appropriate legislative acts.
Clause 3 - Appeals from decisions or recommendations of the ASBSU
Judiciary in matters involving possible disciplinary action,
shall be made to a university judicial appeals board (Student
Policy Board), the structure of which has been agreed upon by the
Student Senate and the University President.
Clause 4- The ASBSU Judiciary· shall be the supreme judicial body
in matters involving the interpretation of the ASBSU Constitution
and the appropriate legislative acts.
Clause 5 -·rf they so desire, BSU students charged with any
university violations, or in need of remedial or rehabilitative
services, may submit a written request to the University
administration to have their cases heard by a committee of
faculty and staff personnel appointed by the Vice-President for
Student Affairs, instead of the ASBSU Judiciary.
Section 2 - Membership of the Judiciary
Clause 1 - The ASBSU Judiciary shall consist of five (5) ASBSU
student members and two (2) BSU teaching faculty.
Clause 2 - Each member shall have equal voting privileges.
Clause 3 - Three (3) ASBSU student members and one (1) BSU
teaching faculty member shall constitute a quorum.
Clause 4 - No member of this Judiciary shall perform other
judicial functions or be involved in the implementation of any
other judicial or appeals procedure.
Clause 5 - The Judicial Selection Committee shall interview and
recommend applicants for positions in the ASBSU Judiciary •
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A.

The voting members of this Selection Committee shall be:
a
former Chief Justice, or a past student member of the ASBSU
Judiciary designated by a former Chief Justice; ASBSU
Personnel Selection Chairperson, Chairperson of the ASBSU
Student Senate;
the Advisor to Student Government, or
his/her representative; and a past faculty justice
designated by the Faculty Senate.
B.
The ASBSU Personnel Selection Chairperson shall chair the
selection committee.
c. Student members of the ASBSU Judiciary recommended by this
selection committee shall be appointed upon app~:oval by twothi~:ds (2/3) majority vote of the total Senate membership.
Faculty members shall be appointed upon approval by the
University President.
Clause 6 - The Chief Justice shall be a student.
The Chief
Justice of the ASBSU Judiciary shall be elected from and by the
total membership of the Judiciary.
In the last week of April,
and at such other times that the chief justice position is
vacant, the ASBSU PJ:esident will call a meeting of the ASBSU
Judiciary for the purpose of electing a Chief Justice.
Clause 7 - Three (3) ASBSU student members and one (1) BSU
faculty member shall be appointed in December, and two (2) ASBSU
student members and one (1) BSU faculty member shall be appointed
in April.
All members shall be appointed for approximately one
year or until the appointment of their successors.
Clause 8 - The selection committee shall fill all vacancies
necessary.
Clause 9 - Members may serve up to three (3) consecutive years on
the ASBSU Judiciary.
Section 3 - Powers of the ASBSU Judiciary
Clause 1 - To determine the constitutionality, under the ASBSU
Constitution, of any ASBSU action.
Clause 2 - To interpret the ASBSU Constitution upon request of
the ASBSU President or ASBSU Senate.
Clause 3 - To have original jurisdiction in cases involving
alleged violations of ASBSU regulations or other ASBSU actions
except in the case wherein original jurisdiction has been
designated by the University President or by the office of the
Vice-President for Student Affairs to a lower judicial body.
In
this case, the ASBSU Judiciary becomes the appellate board.
Clause 4 - To have original jurisdiction, where jurisdiction has
been delegated by the President of the University, in cases
involving alleged violations of any University rules, regulations
and policies affecting individuals andjor groups.
Clause .5 - To operate under general procedures as defined in the
appropriate legislative acts.
Clause 6 - To delegate judicial authority to lower judicial
bodies. Such lower judicial bodies shall:
A.
Function consistently with established procedures of the
ASBSU Judiciary.
B.
Be part of groups recognized by the ASBSU.
c. Function primarily to enforce those rules and regulations of
their group's own making.
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Clause 7 - To hear all appeals from decisions of lower judicial
bodies which have been delegated their judicial authority from
the ASBSU Judiciary or by the office of the Vice-President for
Student Affairs.
Clause 8 - To enjoin ASBSU Government officials from taking
actions contrary to the decisions of the ASBSU Judiciary.
Clause 9 - To review, recommend, and make initial approval of
constitutions for organizations seeking official recognition of
the ASBSU.
Clause 10 - Sanctions may be imposed by the ASBSU Judiciary upon
the individual proven guilty for violation of the Code of
Conduct, ASBSU Constitution, ASBSU Senate Acts, or other
misconduct on campus, or off campus while representing BSU.
Sanctions may include expulsion, suspension, conduct probation,
loss of privileges, censure, admonition, restitution, and others
as specified in the student policies and procedures.
Clause 11- To grant temporary recognition to a student group
organized for a one-time event or single purpose of supporting or
opposing a candidate or issue on a-ballot measure in any special
or regular ASBSU election.
ARTICLE V - ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS
Section 1

Elections

Clause 1 - The ASBSU Senate shall have the power to regulate and
supervise, as set forth in the Election Code, all student
elections as specified in this Constitution.
This shall not
include recall and initiative elections.
It may also call such
special elections as may be necessary.
Clause 2 - The general election of the ASBSU President, VicePresident, and one (1) Senator from each school shall be held not
earlier than forty-five (45) calendar days and not later than
ninty (90) calendar days after the beginning of the spring
semester on dates established by the ASBSU Senate.
The
remaining half of the Senate shall be elected not less than
fifteen (15) calendar days and not later than forty-five (45)
calendar days after the start of the fall semester on dates
established by the ASBSU Senate. The Homecoming election may be
conducted in conjunction with the general election.
Clause 3 ~ Newly elected officers, except those Senators elected
in the fall semester, shall be installed not later than fifteen
(15) calendar days before finals of the spring semester.
The
remaining half of the Senate shall be installed not later than
sixty (60) calendar days after beginning of the fall semester.
All elective officers shall serve for
one (l) year or until
successors are duly installed.
Section 2

Qualifications

Clause 1 - Students shall have a minimum of 2.25 cumulative
G.P.A. (Grade Point Average) standing at the time of election to
office and must maintain minimum University standards throughout
their entire tenure of office. Students who are in a three- or
four-semester program, and who enter their first semester in the
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spring shall be considered on the basis of their midterm G.P.A.
for that semester. For students attending Boise State University
for the first time and wishing to run for office, they must meet
the following qualifications.
First semester students must have
a high school G.P.A. of 2. 7 5 (or equivalent) or a general
educational development (G.E.D.) score equivalent to a 2. 75
G.P.A. Transfer students must have a cumulative G.P.A. of 2.25
from their most recent university/college.
Clause 2 - Each ASBSU Senator shall be a full-fee paying student,
registered and attending classes toward their declared major at
the time of candidacy and during his/her tenure of office.
Clause 3 - The President, Vice-President and Treasurer shall each
be registered students at the time of candidacy and shall have
attended this University for at least one (1) semester
immediately prior to the time of candidacy. The Treasurer must
be a business major with at least two (2) semesters of accounting
completed by the end of the semester in which s/he is appointed.
Clause 4 - All elected officers must be full-fee paying students
during their tenure of office.
ARTICLE VI - RECALL, IMPEACHMENT, AND VACANCIES
Section 1 - Recall
Clause 1 - Any elected or appointed officer (s) provided for in
this Constitution shall be removed from office subsequent to an,
election by the represented constituents in which a two-thirds
(2/3) majority of the total Senate membership vote for recall of
the specified officer(s),
providing the number voting in the
recall election is equal to four-fifths (4/5) of the represented
constituency voting in the previous election.
Clause 2 - A recall election shall be called for by petition
signed by twenty (20) percent of the members of the Associated
Students whom the individual represents. Student numbers must
accompany signatures.
A.
The petition shall be submitted to the ASBSU Election Board
and this Board shall determine if the petition fulfills the
requirements as established above.
B.
If the petition fulfills the stated requirements, the recall
election shall be held within fifteen (15) school days upon
receipt of the petition by the ASBSU Election Board.
Section 3 - Impeachment
Clause 1 - After a fair and impartial hearing has been conducted,
any elected or appointed officer(s) provided for in this
Constitution may be removed from office by a four-fifths (4/5)
majority vote of the total Senate membership. The accused ASBSU
official shall be notified in writing at least seven (7) calendar
days prior to the date of the hearing and shall have the right to
be informed of the nature and the cause of the accusation and
also be afforded the opportunity to present evidence on his/her
behalf.
Clause 2 - The presiding officer of the hearing shall be the
Vice-President of the ASBSU.
If the ASBSU Vice-President is the
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accused, then the Senate Vice-Chairperson shall be the presiding
officer.
Clause 3 - The hearing shall take place not later than fifteen
(15) calendar days after the accused has been notified in
writing.
Clause 4 - The accused shall have the right to an appeal to the
ASBSU Judiciary.
The appeal must be filed not later than seven
(7) calendar days after receipt of the verdict by the Senate
hearing committee.
Section 3 - Vacancies
Clause 1 - If the office of the ASBSU President is vacated by
other than recall, the Vice-President shall succeed to the
Presidency.
Clause 2 - If a vacancy in any other elective office is created
by other than recall, the ASBSU President shall fill the vacancy
by appointment with two-thirds (2/3) majority approval of the
total ASBSU Senate membership.
Clause 3 - A vacancy created by recall or removal for cause shall
be filled by an ASBSU special election held within twenty (20)
school days of such vacancy.
Clause 4- To be eligible for appointment to any vacant office,
the candidate must meet the same qualifications as set forth in
Article V, Section 2, of this Constitution.
Clause 5 - Elections or appointments to vacated offices shall be
effective for the remainder of the current term of office.

ARTICLE VII - INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM
Section 1

Initiatives

Clause 1 - The signature requirements for an initiative petition
from the student body shall be twenty (20) percent of the total
ASBSU membership. Student numbers must accompany signatures.
Clause 2 A majority of votes cast shall be sufficient for
passage of this initiative.
Section 2

Referendums

Clause 1 - The ASBSU Senate may, by a two-thirds (2/3) majority
vote of the total Senate membership, place a measure before the
ASBSU to obtain approval or rejection by the members of the
ASBSU.
Clause 2 - A majority of the votes cast in a special or general
election shall be required for the adoption of a referendum.

ARTICLE VIII - AMENDMEift'S
Section 1 - The ASBSU Senate may, by a two-thirds (2/3) majority
vote of the total Senate membership, propose amendments to this
Constitution and submit them to the members of the ASBSU for
adoption.
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Section 2 - Upon petition to the ASBSU Senate by five (5) percent
of the members of the ASBSU, a proposed amendment shall be placed
before the members of the ASBSU for adoption.
student numbers
must accompany signatures.
Section 3 - A majority of the votes cast in an election shall be
required for the adoption of a proposed amendment.
ARTICLE IX - ENABLING MEASURES

Section 1 - Upon ratification of this Constitution by a majority
of valid ballots cast in an election called by the ASBSU Senate,
this document shall immediately become effective.
Section 2 - All existing constitutions, bylaws, rules and
regulations that are inconsistent with this Constitution are
declared null and void.
Section 3 - The current officers of the ASBSU shall continue in
office until the first installation of officers under this
Constitution.

Passed by the Associated Students of Boise State University in
conjunction with the ASBSU general elections on March 16 & 17,
1983.
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BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS SENATE

SENATE OFFICERS

RULE I

Section I

Chairperson: The ASBSU Vice-President shall be the
Chairperson of the Senate and shall provide direct
communication from the legislative branch to the
executive branch of government.
He/she shall be
responsible for the administrative functions of the
Student Senate.

A.

The Chairperson shall be responsible to cause
the preparation of the agenda and all pertinent
material for delivery of same to the Senate at
a resonable time before a Senate meeting.

B.

The Chairperson shall preside over the Senate
meetings.

C.

The Chairperson shall take the chair at the
hour at which the Senate convenes, immediately
call the Senate to order, and cause the roll to
be called.

D.

The Chairperson shall be responsible for the
Senate approval of the minutes of the previous
meeting.

E.

The Chairperson shall preserve order and
decorum;
shall decide all points of order
subject to an appeal to the Senate; shall vote
only to break a tie vote or to make a twothirds (2/3) majority.

F.

The Chairperson shall conduct and declare all
votes.
If any Senator doubts a vote, a roll
call vote may be requested.

G.

The Chairperson shall sign all legislation
passed by the Senate.

H.

The Chairperson may call upon a member of the
gallery to speak on an issue during a period of
debate.
Members of the gallery are subject to
the same limitations as members of the Senate.

I.

The Chairperson can enter debate if he/she
knows the facts that no other member can
present. However, he/she should be unbiased.

J.

The Chairperson should leave the chair
he/she wishes to enter active discussion.
1

if

I

·~

Section II

K.

The Chairperson of the Senate shall be
responsible for the communications of the
actions of the Senate to the appropriate
parties.

L.

The Chairperson shall be responsible for the
preparation of all legislation in the proper
form after the Senate has taken action and
shall present all such legislation to the ASB
President at least one (1) full day before the
next regular meeting of the Senate.

M.

The Chairperson will be responsible for having
copies of the minutes out to the Senators
within two (2) school days after the Senate
meeting.

N.

The Chairperson will be responsible for having
the agenda out to the Senators by the morning
of the day of the Senate meeting.

0.

The Chairperson shall make a reasonable attempt
to notify all members by mail at least two (2)
days in advance of any Senate meeting not
occurring during the regular school year.
Notices shall be sent to both a permanent
address and a temporary summer address, where
possible.

P.

The Chairperson shall, during the second
meeting of the new Senate, make an agenda item
of the photographing of all Senators and
Executive Officers.
These photographs of the
Senators shall then be displayed in appropriate
places on campus.
The Chairperson,· to
accomplish this duty, shall coordinate with the
University Photographer.
Funding for these
photographs shall come from the Administrative
Budget.

Senate President Pro tem:
The President Pro tern
shall be a member of the Senate. The President Pro
tern shall be appointed by the Senate Chairperson
with the majority approval of the Senate.

A.

In the absence of the Chairperson, the
President Pro tern shall assume the duties of
the Chairperson, and shall perform such other
duties as assigned by the Chairperson.

B.

Shall be in charge of the weekly caucus.

c.

The President Pro tern shall not be the
Chairperson of a Senate Standing Committee.
2
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D.
Section III

Section IV

Shall be responsible
appointments.

Senate

Committee

Parliamentarian:
The Parliamentarian may be
appointed by the Chairperson with majority approval
of the Senate.

A.

The Parliamentarian shall be responsible for
providing parliamentary information upon
request of the Chairperson.

B.

All parliamentarian questions shall be
determined in accordance with these rules and
Robert's Rules of Order.

Recording Secretary:
The Recording Secretary shall
be the ASBSU Secretary.

A.

All functions of the Recording Secretary are to
be delegated by, and the responsibility of, the
Chairperson.
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.
B.

RULE II

for

The Secretary shall prepare such memoranda
and other material as the Chairperson
shall direct.
Take minutes of all meetings.
Shall be responsible for the grammatical
accuracy of the minutes.
The Secretary shall enter in the minutes,
the absence (excused or unexcused) or
tardiness of Senate members during
meetings.
The Secretary shall record the exact
wording, every motion, who proposed it,
seconded it, and whether it was passed or
failed.
The Secretary shall prepare and distribute
Senate minutes
according
to
the
distribution list within two (2) school
days after each regularly scheduled
meeting.
The Secretary shall record names of
committee appointees.

In the absence of the Recording Secretary, the
Chairperson of the Senate may appoint an acting
Secretary to perform the functions.

THE MEMBERS

A member is
an
individual who meets the
requirements of Article II, Section I, of the ASBSU
Constitution.
3

A.

Every member will be present during the meeting
unless excused by the Chairperson or
unavoidably detained.

B.

Any member unable to attend a meeting and
having, in his possession, paper (s) essential
to business to be presented to the Senate shall
leave same with the Chairperson.

C.

No limit on speaking is set, but the question
may be entertained and voted upon to limit
debate.

D.

Any member rising to speak in protest shall be
allowed to speak for a period not to exceed
three (3) minutes after the deciding vote.
This rule is not suspendable.

E.

The Senate may censure a member for violation
of its rules of procedure with the concurrence
of two-thirds (2/3) majority of the members
present.

F.

After the third (3rd) absence of a member to
the Senate's regularly scheduled meetings,
without a reason acceptable to two-thirds (2/3)
of its members, the position may be declared
vacant and then filled by appointment of the
ASBSU President subject to approval of twothirds (2/3) of the members present.
(See
ASBSU Constitution, Article II, Section I,
Clause 3-F.)

G.

A Senate member may yield to a member of the
gallery to speak on an issue during a period of
discussion.
1.

The gallery member, when participating in
discussion, has no power to yield the
floor to anyone except the Chairperson or
the original yielding Senate member.

H.

Every member shall serve on at least one (1)
standing committee.
Attendance of standing
committee meetings will be mandatory.
Senate
Standing Committee meetings shall be determined
to be a regularly scheduled Senate meeting.

I.

The Senate shall
the purpose of
business. Caucus
to be a regularly

4

hold a caucus each week for
discussion of the week's
meetings shall be determined
scheduled Senate meeting.

RULE III

COMMI'l"l'EES

Members of the Senate performing a particular task
in connection with work of the assembly.
A.

The Senate shall have four (4)
These committees
committees.
designated as:
1.
2.
3.
4.

standing
shall be

Legislative Revision
Student Affairs
Ways & Means
Academic Affairs
a.

Legislative Revision
1.
Membership shall consist of
three (3) Senators.
2.
Duties:
a.
To look into and propose
changes to the Constitution
and
all
current legislation.
b.
To investigate and make
recommendation as to the
propriety of any business
the Senate requests an
opinion on.
c.
Shall be responsible for
the proper completion of
all duties assigned it by
the Senate Chairperson upon
majority approval of the
Senate.
d.
Shall be responsible for
the review and recommendations regarding all legislation pertaining to the
direct administration of
the ASBSU.

b.

Student Affairs
1.
Membership
a.
Membership shall consist of
three (3) Senators.
b.
At their discretion, they
may
recruit
two
(2)
students-at-large
who
shall have equal voting
rights
upon
majority
approval of the ASBSU
Senate.
2.
Duties
a.
Shall be concerned with all
matters concerning campus
life.
5

b.

B.

Shall be responsible for
the proper completion of
all other duties assigned
to
it by
the Senate
Chairperson upon majority
approval of the Senate.

c.

Ways & Means
1.
Membership
a.
Memberhip shall consist of
the Senate President Pro
tern.
b.
Two (2) students-at-large
who shall have equal voting
rights
upon
majority
approval of the ASBSU
Senate.
2.
Duties
a.
To look into and to propose
changes to Senate bills in
the areas of constitutional
and existing Senate Act
conflicts as well as
grammatical and mechanical
errors.
b.
Review all Senate bills and
constitutional amendments
after second reading and
before being considered for
third and final reading.

d.

Academic Affairs
1.
Membership
a.
Membership shall consist of
three (3) Senators.
b.
At their discretion, they
may recruit
two
(2)
students-at-large who shall
have equal voting rights
upon majority approval of
the Senate.
2.
Duties
a.
Shall be concerned with all
matters of academic nature.
b.
Shall be responsible for
the proper completion of
all duties assigned it by
the Senate Chairperson upon
majority approval of the
Senate.

Committee members shall be appointed by the
Senate President Pro tern with the majority
approval of the·senate members present.

6
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RULE IV

c.

The Senate President Pro tern shall designate a
member of
the committee to act as its Chairperson.

D.

The Chairperson of each Standing Committee
shall designate a member of his/her committee
to act as recorder.
The recorder shall keep a
record of the disposition and vote of each item
of legislation referred to in that committee.
This record shall be kept in the office of the
Senate Chairperson.

E.

Reports of Standing Committees shall be
considered in the order fixed by the Senate
Chairperson.

F.

Each committee will be required to file a
written report with the Senate Chairperson at
least forty-eight (48) hours prior to that
week's Senate meeting.

G.

Ad hoc committees of the Senate may be
appointed by the Chairperson with the approval
of the Senate.

SENATE MINU'l'ES

A.

A Senate action is not valid unless a majority
of members is present.

B.

The Senate shall keep minutes of its meetings.

C.

The Recording Secretary shall prepare the
minutes and enter the record of each meeting's
proceedings.

D.

Every motion made and entertained by the
Chairperson shall be entered in the minutes
with the last name of the member making the
motion. The last name of a member seconding a
motion shall also be recorded.

E.

The Recording Secretary shall enter the hour of
commencement and adjournment in the minutes of
each meeting of the Senate.

F.

The opinion of any member or members, not
exceeding one-hundred (100) words, may be
entered in the minutes, but the language
thereof shall not transgress the rules of the
Senate relating to language used in debate.

G.

A Senate member may insert a minority opinion
in the minutes in excess of one-hundred (100)
words with the approval of the Senate.
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RULE V

ORDERS OF BUSDIESS (AGENDA)
A.
B.

c.

D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.
L.
M.
RULE VI

Call to Order
Roll Call
Approval of Agenda
Approval of Minutes (of previous meeting)
Correspondence
Reports from Officers
Reports of Standing Committees (first reading
of bills)
Reports of Special Committees
Old Business (third reading of bills)
New Business (second reading of bills)
Emergency Items
Announcements
4
Adjournment

CORRESPONDENCE
Petitions, requests, or correspondence requiring
legislative action shall be appropriately considered
by the Chairperson.
Such items may be referred to
standing committees or acted upon und.er New Business
by the Senate if legislative action is deemed
necessary.
All written correspondence to the
Student Senate shall be communicated by the
Chairperson of the Senate at its next meeting.
Members of the gallery desiring to present an oral
expression shall be required to submit a written
statement of the name and purpose to the Chairperson
of their intent before they may be recognized by the
Chairperson.

RULE VII

BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, DIRECTIVES, FISCAL ACTIONS, &
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
A.

A bill is the draft of a proposed legislative
act or draft amendment to a previously adopted
legislative act.
The term "bill" remains on
the measure until it ceases to be known as a
bill, and by adoption becomes a Legislative Act.

B.

A legislative resolution is a formal expression
or statement of the opinion of the Senate. It
has no legal or binding effect.

c.

A legislative directive is an instruction by
the Student Senate to the members of the
executive cabinet, the ASB President, the
Student Senate itself, or ASBSU Committees, to
adopt a temporary course of action.
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D.

A fiscal action is a legislative action
concerning the use of ASBSU funds. All fiscal
actions must be passed by a two-thirds (2/3)
majority of the members present.

E.

A legislative act is a bill which has been
adopted by a majority vote of the Student
Senate.
It has a permanent and binding effect
on the parties concerned until amended or
repealed by action of the Senate.
A
legislative act may be repealed by a two-thirds
(2/3) vote of the Senate.·

F.

Bills, resolutions, directives, fiscal actions,
and constitutional amendments may be introduced
by Senate members of the Senate Standing
Committees.
The name of the introducer (s)
shall be written on the measure. The
Chairperson of the Senate will not be
considered eligible to introduce Senate bills
in his own name. Any items which the Senate
deems to be of an emergency nature will be
considered under Emergency Items of the agenda
by a two-thirds (2/3) vote.

G.

All bills must be passed by roll call vote.

H.

Every bill or amendment shall embrace only one
(1) subject and matters properly connected
therewith.
The subject shall be expressed in
the title.

I.

The enacting clause of every bill shall be as
follows:
"Be it enacted by the Student Senate
of Boise State University .•• "

J.

The member, group of members, or standing
committee introducing a bill shall present the
Chairperson with the original of
the bill at
least three (3) whole days before the bill can
be introduced.
The original copy shall be
signed by all introducers.
The Chairperson
shall give the bill a number and shall be
responsible for preparation and distribution of
copies to all Senate members.

K.

First reading of bills and constitutional
amendments. The bill shall be read in full on

the first reading unless two-thirds (2/3) of
the Senate present deem it expedient to have it
read by number and title only.
The Senate
Chairperson shall then assign the bill to a
standing committee.
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L.

Second reading of bills and constitutional
amendments. A bill may be returned to the
Senate floor one (1) week after introduction
for debate. The bill shall be read in full on
the second reading unless two-thirds (2/3) of
the Senate present deem it expedient to have it
read by number and title only. After second
reading all bills and constitutional amendments
shall be sent to the Ways & Means Committee for
their consideration and recommendation. The
Chairperson shall then assign the bill to a
standing committee.

M.

Third reading of bills and constitutional
amendments. Following the second reading of a
bill or constitutional amendment and closure of
debate, it shall be drafted in its final form
and submitted to the Senate at the following
meeting for its third reading and final action
by the Senate. At the third reading of a bill
or constitutional amendment, debate is allowed.
The third reading shall not be suspended. This
reading shall be followed by a final roll call
vote of the Senate.

N.

Every bill amending a legislative act shall
refer to the title of such act and the "act or
section" as amended shall be set forth in full
length.
When a bill to amend an existing
legislative act is presented to the Senate,d
words to be added shall be shown in capital
letters ad the ommission of words shall be
indicated by a line passing through the words.

0.

A simple majority vote in the presence of a
quorum in the Senate meeting shall be necessary
to pass on legislation unless further
stipulated by enacted legislation.
All bills
so passed shall be signed by the Chairperson.

P.

During all stages of the passage of a bill or
other measure through the Senate, it shall
retain •its original number.
If the amount
of amendment to an existent bill is substantial
enough, in the opinion of the author, to
warrant a completely new form, he shall be
permitted to introduce his amendment as a
"substitute bill" unless a two-thirds (2/3)
majority of the Senate objects.
Should a
substitute bill be presented, said substitute
bill shall bear the number of the original it
displaces, but the words "substitute bill"
shall be prefixed to the number.
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Q.

Bills to amend an existing act shall,
passed, maintain the original Act t.

R.

The period of one (1) week between each reading
of a bill is a minimum period of time.

s.

A legislative resolution or a legislative
directive may be passed by a simple majority
vote of the members present.

T.

A majority vote of those present shall be
necessary to discharge a committee from
consideration of a legislative resolution,
legislative directive, or a fiscal action and
place the legislation in debate before the
Senate.
All special financial requests shall be placed
in itemized form with the Chairperson and the
Treasurer at least five (5) days prior to the
meeting at which it is to be considered.

u.

RULE VIII

when

ENABLING CLAUSE
A.

All ASB Senate legislative action occurring

subsequent to adoption of these rules shall
conform to the rules and procedures desribed
herein.
B.

Laws, rules, regulations, by-laws and fiscal
actions approved by the ASB Senate prior to the
adoption of these rules shall not be
invalidated through the use of previously
accepted format of procedure.

c.

To amend these rules, the proposed amendment
must be introduced at least one (1) meeting
prior to that meeting in which the vote to
amend shall be taken.
These rules may be
amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the total
membership of the ASBSU Senate.

D.

These rules may, except as indicated, be
suspended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote in the
presence of a quorum.

E.

Absentions will not be considered as a vote and
will have no effect on the final vote.

Amended and adopted by the ASBSU Student Senate on May 11, 1983.
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